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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

1 . A method for generating a configuration record for a network device, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

receiving general configuration information relating to a network device, 
the general configuration information including a device type indicator, a device 
manufacturer indicator, and a device name; 

receiving vendor-specific configuration information, wherein the vendor- 
specific configuration information corresponds to the device manufacturer indicator; and 

generating a configuration record for the network device, the configuration 
record including the received general configuration information and the received vendor- 
specific configuration information. 



2. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of receiving general 
configuration information comprises the step of: 

receiving common information model (CIM) data. 



3 . The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of: 

generating device-specific configuration commands for the network 
device associated with the configuration record. 
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4. The method of claim 3, wherein the step of generating a configuration 
record further comprises the step of: 

including at least an indication of the generated device-specific 
configuration commands with the generated configuration record. 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the at least an indication of the device- 
specific configuration commands comprises a pointer to a storage address where the 
device-specific configuration records are stored. 

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of: 

receiving at least an indication of a data dump, the data dump being 
generated by the network device; and 

storing the at least an indication of the data dump in the configuration 
record associated with the network device. 

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of: 

retrieving the vendor-specific configuration information from a remote 
storage system that is associated with a vendor. 

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of: 

storing the generated configuration record in a central repository 
configured to store a plurality of configuration records. 
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9. A data configuration record corresponding to a network device, the data 
configuration record comprising: 

a general configuration data module for storing general information; 
a vendor-specific data module for storing vendor-specific information; and 
a configuration command data module for storing data associated with 
device-specific configuration commands for the network device. 

10. The data configuration record of claim 9, wherein the general 
configuration data module is configured to store CIM (common information model) data. 

11. The data configuration record of claim 9, wherein the configuration 
command data module is configured to store a pointer to a storage location containing the 
device-specific configuration commands corresponding to the network device. 

12. The data configuration record of claim 9, wherein the configuration 
command data module is configured to store device-specific configuration commands. 

13. The data configuration record of claim 9 ? stored in a central repository for 
storing a plurality of data configuration records. 
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14. A system for generating a configuration record for a network device, the 
system comprising: 

at least a first processor: 

at least a first memory device electronically connected with the at least a 
first processor; and 

a plurality of instructions stored on the at least a first memory device, the 
plurality of instructions configured to cause the at least a first processor to: 

receive general configuration information relating to a network device, the 
general configuration information including a device type indicator, a device 
manufacturer indicator, and a device name; 

receive vendor-specific configuration information, wherein the vendor- 
specific configuration information corresponds to the device manufacturer indicator; and 

generate a configuration record for the network device, the configuration 
record including the received general configuration information and the received vendor- 
specific configuration information. 

15. The system of claim 1, wherein the general configuration information 
comprises common information model (CIM) data. 

16. The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of instructions are further 
configured to cause the at least a first processor to: 

generate device-specific configuration commands for the network device 
associated with the configuration record. 
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17. The system of claim 16, wherein the plurality of instructions are 
configured to cause the at least a first processor to generate the configuration record by: 

including at least an indication of the device-specific configuration 
commands with the generated configuration record. 

18. The system of claim 17, wherein the at least an indication of the device- 
specific configuration commands comprises a pointer to a storage address where the 
configuration records are stored. 

19. The system of claim 18, wherein the plurality of instructions are further 
configured to cause the at least a first processor to: 

receive at least an indication of a data dump, the data dump being 
generated by the network device; and 

store the at least an indication of the data dump in the configuration record 
associated with the network device. 

20. The system of claim 14, further comprising: 

a central repository electronically coupled with the at least a first 
processor, the central repository configured to store the generated configuration record. 
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